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Gilda's  Club  South  Jersey  to  see
big boost  in  funds

By MARTIN DeANGELIS Staff Writer, (609)
272-7237
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Updated: Sunday, March 5, 2006

LINWOOD Ñ Two summers ago, Lynn Dooley
walked into her favorite local convenience store
and asked the manager if she and a few friends
could stand outside someday and collect
change for their favorite charity.

After the manager went up his corporate chain
of command, Dooley got the OK to do what
she'd asked, at two stores. So one June
morning, a group of volunteers from Gilda's
Club South Jersey hand-decorated a few one-
gallon deli buckets and stood outside Wawa
branches in Ventnor and Margate for about
three hours, handing out brochures and taking
in donations.

When they were finished, they counted about
$2,500 that they'd made for the local branch of
the cancer-support group named in honor of
Gilda Radner, the comedian who died of
cancer. And they were happy to to have it, says
Dooley, a club board member who lost both her
parents to cancer, but nobody had any idea
back then how that new relationship would end
up filling Gilda's Club's buckets with cash.

They found out the rest of the story a few
weeks ago when the charity Ñ then facing the
real possibility that it would lose its home this
month Ñ got a letter from Wawa promising a
donation of $100,000 per year for the next five
years. And that commitment comes on top of
about $130,000 the convenience-store chain
has already helped Gilda's Club raise since
2004, officials of the charity say.

ÒIt's a huge deal. ... It's fantastic,Ó says Sarah
Griffith, the executive director of the local Gilda's Club branch, who emphasizes that the $500,000 from
Wawa will go toward paying for the group's move into a planned new home.

For comparison's sake, Gilda's Club South Jersey held its normally biggest fundraiser of the year Friday
night, an art auction at Linwood Country Club. Griffith wasn't sure Saturday exactly how much the event
raised, but based on past experience, she was hoping for about $60,000 to help it in its mission of helping
cancer patients Ñ or Òclub membersÓ Ñ deal with all the social and emotional effects of their disease,
instead of just the medical ones.

Both these infusions of money follow some lean times for Gilda's Club South Jersey, which moved to
Linwood last March about three years after it was founded in Atlantic City as the smallest branch of the 15-
year-old Gilda's Club Worldwide. The local group had a one-year variance from Linwood's Zoning Board to
stay in its current home on Shore Road, and officials of the group had told that board last year that they
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wouldn't ask to extend their stay in the city.

That was a major problem because after moving to Linwood, Gilda's Club had started drawing enough
enough people to its meetings and activities that it needed plenty of parking and a big house in a
commercial zone Ñ and the values of those kind of properties were going through the roof just as the
organization was scheduled to lose its roof.

So Gilda's Club had no place to go, and it could hardly afford the kind of place it needed in part because of
this small flaw in its economic plan: The organization never charges anyone for its services, but it does have
to pay its own monthly bills, including a lease on its home, utilities and salaries for its small staff.

With a boost from AtlantiCare, Gilda's Club found its next home Ñ in the health-care company's growing Egg
Harbor Township campus. The trouble there was that that next home isn't built yet, because it will be in a
building that AtlantiCare plans to put up over the next two years.

But armed with that pledge of a place to go in 2007, Gilda's Club planned to go back to Liwnood's Zoning
Board last month and ask to stay in Linwood for two more years. And just days before that meeting Ñ where
the board approved the club's request Ñ Gilda's got word from Wawa about the $500,000 donation for its
new home.

John Morey, the chairman of the chain's charity committee in New Jersey, said Wawa plans to raise the
money for Gilda's through a series of efforts, including Òscanning campaignsÓ Ñ the stores sell decorations,
such as hearts for Valentine's Day, that patrons buy and can sign and post on the store's walls.

Morey suggests that members of his committee wanted to help this particular charity into a new home
because many of the charities Wawa supports are Òbased around children ... and Gilda's Club does a lot for
children with cancer, and for children whose family members have cancer. And these funds will go to
directly benefit these families,Ó he added.

Griffith, the branch director, adds that one of the group's main goals in its new, much-bigger space in Egg
Harbor Township will be to outfit an area designed just for children Ñ a ÒNoogie LandÓ in Gilda's Club
language, in honor of one of Radner's most popular ÒSaturday Night LiveÓ characters, nerdy teenager Lisa
Loopner.

Gilda's Club South Jersey has gotten big donations before. Griffith says the local branch was founded with
$450,000 in seed money from the Ruth Newman Shapiro Cancer and Heart Fund. And the club has also
taken in almost $55,000 in the past few years from an unusual promotion that caught on Ñ local radio and
TV host Pinky Kravitz has been selling bobblehead-style dolls of himself, at $15 to $25 apiece, and giving all
the proceeds to Gilda's Club.

Still, $500,000 is the biggest donation the group ever saw, and it came at the perfect time.

ÒWe have been month-to-month and quarter-to-quarter, staying alive and keeping our heads above the
water,Ó Griffith says. ÒSo this is just fantastic. ... This lets you plan for your future. ... It gives you what
probably every nonprofit dreams about, and hopes for.Ó

To e-mail Martin DeAngelis at The Press:

MDeangelis@pressofac.com

SPONSORED LINKS

Best NFL Store 
NFL apparel for all 32 teams including jerseys, caps, shirts, and jack...
www.nflstore.net

Buy NHL Jerseys, Vintage ... 
Full line of NHL Authentic Pro, Replica, Throwback & International Jer...
www.icejerseys.com

Buy Jerseys At Bikebandit... 
Jerseys at great prices. Shop over 7 million motorcycle parts and acce...
www.bikebandit.com

Hotels Around The World 
Hotels, Inns and Resorts around the world - make online reservations o...
www.bestlodging.com

*** Looking For Someone W... 
Our software can track down anyone. Using criminal, financial, phone, ...
www.award-winning-software.com

Ads By ContextWeb

Contact  Us  | Terms  of  Service  / Privacy  Policy  | Advertising  | Site  Map | About  Us  | Syndication

Daily  Video
When  Epilepsy

Doesn ! t
Respond  to
Medication



03/06/2006 06:21 AMGilda's Club South Jersey to see big boost in funds

Page 3 of 3http://pressofac.com/news/local/atlantic/story/5987948p-5981424c.html


